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Reich and the USSR of 23rd August 193¢

Approximately 250 thousand soldiers, military officers and policemen were detained
by the Soviets as prisoners of war and held captive in temporary concentration camps.
Some of the privates were released in October 1939. Over 8 thousand officers of the
Polish Armed Forces were detained in special NKVD camps in Kozelsk and Starobelsk;
over 6 thousand policemen, the soldiers of the Border Protection Corps and court offi-
cials were transported mainly to Ostashkov. NKVD also captured around 18 thousand
prisoners in the eastern part of the Polish Republic, including military officers, clerks,
political and social activists. Around 11 thousand of them were Poles.
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In April and May of 1940, the prisoners of three camps were killed with a shot to the back
of the head by NKVD. Officers held captive in Kozelsk were shot to death in a villa occupied
by the NKVD or executed over open pits in the Katyn Forest. Captives from Ostashkov and
Starobilsk were transported to NKVD headquarters in Kalinin and Kharkiv, respectively.
The bodies of victims were transported to burial pits near the village of Miednoye and in
the suburbs of Kharkiv. Prisoners from the eastern regions of the Second Polish Republic
were transported to prisons in Kiev, Kharkiv, Kherson and Minsk. The number of people
sentenced to death has changed - 7,305 persons were murdered (there are 3,435 names
of people on the so-called Ukrainian Katyn List, and 3,870 names on the so-called Bela-
russian Katyn List). Corpses are also believed to have been hidden in Bykivnya near Kiev ;
558 M  and probably also in Kurapaty near Minsk. Xy -
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Villa in the Katyn Forest
Photo by: IPN

A letter by Pyotr Klimov, former officer
=~ of the NKVD prison in Smolensk, to the
Commission for the Rehabilitation of Re-
pressionVictimsinthe SmolenskDistrict:

. . "Polish military officers were shot in 1940 ..; NKVD headquartersin Tver
' ) . . Photo by: IPN
in Koze Gory. The shootings were con- =
ducted by the group of lwan Ivanovich
Stelmach, the commander of NKVD in the
Smolensk District. | was in Koze Gory acci-

Excerpt from the manuscript of the in-
terrogation of Dmitry Tokarev, head of
NKVD Management in Kalinin (currently

to the swamps, and in the pit there were of Russian Chief Military Prosecutor’s in- Photooy oW -
Sy layers of bodies of the Poles covered with vestigative team, in Volodymyr-Volyn-  Excerpt from the manuscript of the in-

- skyi on 26th March 1991: terrogation of Mitrofan Syromiatnikov, <

= earth, executed directly over the pit. | my-

self saw the bodies (covered with earth). “.. the shooting method was invented by a former NKVD functionary in Kharkiv, .
Ustinov, the driver who drove Poles to the (Vasilij) Blochinand Rubanov, the command- of 30 July 1991 LLE Katyn investigation T
shooting site and saw everything, told me er of our district. They ordered the door to held by the Russians: '
about the circumstances of the shootings. = the corridor to be covered with a thick lay- “They were transported to Kharkiv by rail,
They took them directly to the pit and shot er of felt for the shots not to be heard. Then - in special railway wagons, then by road
* them, some of the victims were killed with they took the victims (...) through the corri- vehicles, 15 people each, to NKVD prison
. a bayonet”. ~ dor and turned left to a red room. In the red in Kharkiv. In the prison, the victims were ™
P U= room, the victims were identified according strip-searched, their belongings and Rus-
,:y. I / , - toalist(..) Once identified, they were hand- ~ sian money were taken from them in ex- - -
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EXECUT]

The murderingwas prepared and exec
as 2 thousand people are purported t
143 of whom were later rewarded. Ove
Military Prosecutor Office of the USSI
viving executioners of the decision o
Tokarev, NKVD commander in the Kal
head of the NKVD Directorate for the
held criminally responsible.




Jozef Czapski, Cavalry Captain
Photo: public domain

J. Czapski, “Wspomnienia starobiel-
skie” [Reminiscences of Starobyelsk],
Warsaw 1989:

“Anders began forming Polish Army in the
USSR in September 1941 in Tatiszczew
near Saratow and in Totskoye on the Kuy-
byshev-to-Chkalov line. (...) From the first
moment | began asking every Pole if they
worked with any of our companions from
Starobyelsk, Kozelsk and Ostashkov. We
still believed our fellowmen would arrive
any minute... From the moment Anders
started to form the army, he persistently
demanded information aboutthe missing
officers from the Soviets. He continued to
receive kind but vague promises (...).

General Wtadystaw Anders

Photo: public domain

Excerpt from a conversation between
General Wiadystaw Anders, General
Wiadystaw Sikorski and Joseph Stalin of
3rd December 1941:

General Sikorski:I havealist of around 4,000
military officers who were forcefully relo-
cated and are still held captive in prisons
and labor camps; the list is non exhaustive
as it contains names recalled from memo-
ry. (...) These people are still here. None of
them returned.
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Soldiers of the Polish Armed

Forces in the USSR in 1942.
Photo by: NAC

General. Wtadystaw Sikorski

Photo: public domain

Stalin: That's impossible. They must have
escaped.

Anders: Where did they escape to?

Stalin: Well, to Manchuria.

Anders: All of them could not have escaped,
especially that their families did not hear
from them since they were relocated from
POW camps to labor camps and prisons (...)".
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SOF THEKATYNS
MASSACRE s

After the corpses of Poles were discovered in .
the Smolensk region, the Germans decided

to use this fact for the purposes of German

propaganda in an attempt to drive a political

wedge between the Allies. On 13 April 1943,

the radio in Berlin announced that mass Pol-

ish graves had been discovered in the Katyn

Forest.Inresponse,on 25 April 1943,the USSR

governmentdecided to break offtherelations Statement of the Polish Government of 28th April 1943
with the Polish government. Meanwhile, the concerning the breaking off of diplomatic relations by
Polish government and the Third Reich ap- L’

proached the International Red Cross with a “In a public statement of April 17, 1943, the Polish Gover-
request to investigate the case. Stalin used nment categorically denied to Germany the right to abuse

) the tragedy of Polish officers for her own perfidious sche-
this as an excuse and accused Poland of col- mes. They unhesitatingly denounce Nazi propaganda desi-

laborating with the Third Reich. gned to create mistrust between Allies.

Exhum To '
Photo by: IP
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, f\{ @ ﬁ\‘ INSTITUTE OF Exhumation of the corpses of Polish
2, NS NATIONAL officers in Katyn in 1943.
0 G REMEMBRANCE Photo by: IPN



The Germans had been carrying out exhuma-
tions in the Katyn Forest from the beginning of
June 1943. An International Forensic Medicine
Committee was also working in Katyn, compo-
sed of twelve forensic medicine experts (28-30
April 1943). The Technical Committee of the Po-
lish Red Cross was established in April 1943,
which was also involved in the exhumations.
The corpses were being identified on the basis
of documents and items found, which were la-
ter transported to Krakow.
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Excerpt from a report by the Tech-
nical Committee of the Polish Red
Cross of June 1943;

“(...) During the work of the Technical
Committee of the Polish Red Cross in
the Katyn Forest which beganon 15th
of April 1943 and ended on 7th June
1943, 4,243 bodies were exhumed in
total, 4,233 of whom were removed
from the seven graves which were
situated close to one anotherand un-
coveredin March 1943 by the German
military authorities. The Committee
concludes (...) the cause of death to
be a shot in the skull. Based on the
documents found on the bodies, the
shootings were established to take
place from the end of March to the
beginning of May 1940

Exhumation of the corpses of Polish officers

in Katyn in 1943.
Photo by: IPN

Report of the International Forensic
Medicine Commission of May 1943:

“The Commission has examined the
mass-graves of Polish officersin Katyn
Forest. So far seven of these graves
have been opened. Up to the pres-
ent a total of 982 bodies has been ex-
numed and examined. Some of them
nave been submitted to a detailed
post-mortem examination. Seven-
ty per cent of the bodies have been
identified. The death of all these vic-
tims was caused exclusively by a shot
in the nape of the neck. From state-
ments made by witnesses, as well as
from letters, diaries, newspapers, etc.
found on the bodies, it follows that
the executions took place in March
and April, 1940."

Exhumation of the corpses of Polish officers

in Katyn in 1943.
Photo by: IPN
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Wanda Wasilewska
Photo: public domain

Excerpt from an article by Wanda Wa-
silewska published in “Wolna Polska”
[Free Poland] periodic on 1st February
1944, accusing the Germans for com-
mitting the murder of the Polish mili-
tary officers in Katyn:

“(...) The Germans uncovered the bod-
ies of their own victims and shouted their
dastardly lie to the whole world. They fab-
ricated witnesses by beating, torture and
bribery. They destroyed documents that
stacked against them (...)".

e ﬁ\ INSTITUTE OF
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Excerpt from a diary by Wactaw Kruk, 8th
April 1940:

“In the first days of April convoys began to
- leave, at first small ones. (...) Yesterday a con-

voy of senior officers left: three Generals, 20- ﬁ,f"'",’ SISkl £
oto: public domain
25 Colonels and about the same number of

Majors. Because of the way they departed we Excerpt from a diary by

> » > S were in the best spirits. Today my turn has Adam Solski:
SR . S £ . . come.’ “They believe we are prison-
e ers of war, but we were not
- . Photo:publiqdomain : ' at walr. (...) Only GOd knOWS

4 - o . | | | how long we will stay here”’
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22 diaries which were found on the bodies of
the victims of the Katyn Massacre. They provide
a unique testimony of the daily life of prisoners
in the camps, their moods, plans, dreams and
unawareness of their future fate. There are also
letters sent to their families in Poland occupied
by the Germans and the Soviets. This corre-
spondence suddenly stopped in the spring of
1940.
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Reminiscences of Alicja Patey-Gra-
bowska - a daughter of Kazimierz
Grabowski:

“We only received one letter from my
father. It was dated 26th November
1939 in Kozelsk and it arrived a few
weeks later. My mother used to read it
to us many times. My father notified us . ’
he was alive and healthy; that he wor-
ried about us and missed his family.
He sent us love and kissed my mother
on her feet. He asked us not to worry
about him as there would come atime
when we'd be together again.”
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THURSBDAY, OCTOBER 11, 1851

Houst OF REPRESENTATIVES,

Tue SELECT CoMMITTEE ON THE
TOREAT MAgBAPKRE

HKaryn F :
Washington, D.C

o, ., Hon. Rayv J. AMadden (chairman),

b cornmittee m ot gt 930

ding.
pacnt: Measrs. Machrowie
e preacnt: John J. Mitehe

r. MADDEXN, The meeting wil : .
night mention for the recorid that this zpecial comimittee was ad-

8yl by Congress o make an investigation of the Katyn massacre
fips not been completely ﬂrgn.nimd s vet as far as ihe office per-

hol and office location 18 concerned.
e original intention of the commities was not
Fings until after the Clongress Teconvene i Y.
Lish at this time 10 gtate that a guorum is present, \r, Machro-
e, Mr. Dondero, Mr. Furcolo, and mysell, and owing to the fact
" this hearing was rather imprompti, Congressman Flood and
gz PSSt (' Konski were unable to be in the city this morning.
might also state that the pomntttes wizhes to thank the Seeretary
Defense and the Department counselor of the Agmy, Mr. Shackel-
1. and Mr. Pace, thie Secretary of the Army, for their cooperalion
naking available our witness this morning.
The reason far the hearing being called This morning 18 that our
tness, Lt 101, Donald B. Srewart, was ahout to be aseiened to
Bliyo, was |epving i 2 weeks, and awing to the fact that it would
s considerable inconvenience 10 have the Army Teturs Calonel
fewart next yeat, we decided 1O hold this hearing in order o ahtain
s testimony.
1 might also
b also out of the city,
o committee adjourns.
will submit for the rec

L Without ohjection, I 1
N0, authorizing the Special Committee for the

‘ VT
£ (F1. Res. 380 12 as follows:)

[FE: Bas 4l aik Cong., 15t |

. Dondero, and Fureolo.

1. chief sounsel.
| come to order.

state that Ve, Sheehan, a member of the commities,
e may be here hefore

and it I8 hoped that

opd Touse Resolution
Investigation O
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Fesolved, That there 15 herehy preated & galact committes to ha omposed of
geven Members of the House of T:'.t'prnﬁmlinliwnﬂ, ap;m'min{i by the Speaker, one
of whom he shall designate 83 chajrman, AnDY VACATICY OCoUrTIng in the member-
ghip of the pommittes shall he fllpd in the same ranner in which the ariginsl

I!.].‘:pninlnmall weas T
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TOTAL VICTIMS
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the Belarusian
Katyn list
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Data: D. Gorajczyk, M. Komaniecka, K. Samsonowska, M. Szpytma, A. Zechenter,
“Teka Edukacyjna Zbrodnia Katynska’, Krakow-Warsaw 2014, Ed. 3






